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y notes are confined for the roost part to the doings of an 

ordinary Kelnntan w boinor w or medicine-man ; the extraordinary 
practices of the w pawang ” or vi? 

W. W. Skeat’s book on Malay Magic, published by Messrs. Ma< 
an and Oov., London. 1 !X) 0 . 



^ * 

are described at length in 





m m • 


terms are, however, often used a* though they were inter 
changeable. In Kelantan tin 

the “ homor ” is 


of “ 


pawang is seldom used, 
general practitioner in roedieine as well as a 

specialist in witch-craft and Mala\ folk-lore. 

_i___I_ Jh. ' 





I ' * 

i >. 


•m any intention of causing serious harm it is not tin 

m i ' 

known lor Malays to trade on the fears and superstitions <>l 

r^or instainee, in 1!> 10. a handful <•! earth was sent to me by the 
Kelantan police for investigation: it contained some small bones, 
probably those ol a goose, a 
broken shells and a rustv tin i 



i t < 


at oi wax candle, a sprum 

: these had been put into an on 
metal howl (hokoi), ami buried under the bed chamber of U. H. 
the Sultan to act as witch-craft against 

1 ft a n the interior (da rat >. was implicated and some anxiety wa? 
displayed as to whether lie had employed the hones of an animal 01 
those ol a dead child. 



Sultana. A " homor ” 



mpeiied hv jealousy a lady of the palace is 

reported to have persuaded the *’ homor ’’ to annoy His Highness 

in this wav. ,. * „ *. 



mietimes the motive i.- <|iiite different. A little time ago 
at Temcrloli in Pahang, a small oamhoo cylinder was buried on t ie 

path lending i roiu a man’s house to the river# Tin* cylinder (ta- 
hong), contained an addled egg? some porcupine ouills. and some 

nther things. It was placed there at tli 

O 1 1 ’ 

attending the son of a head-man# Tin '* boinor was bi 

ut (malarial fever)* and seeking to explain by supernatural 

agency what he eouhl not cure by bis own "kill, told the head-man 

that a certain Malay* indicated to him as a personal eneniji ol the 


* suggest ion of a boinor 

hv the 




head-man 




was res 

** tnlmng " was buried near the man 


tor the son s sicknt 


Thu 


il 


u 


house. 


invoked hv 


Transfixion by porcupine <|uills is part of a curse 
the “ jlawang w upon wild dogsi two kinds oi porcupines me found 
in the Malav Peninsula# the u landak kawan, HyMfix loufficouda, 


and * landak batu,” the brush tailed porcupine, Mh^nmi wnrroura. 

Penetrating wounds made l»v the ijuills oi hoth of the>e an u^htly 

lour, Straits Branch R. A. Soc., No. 65. W3* 
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held I iv tlir Malays to be pcrious from their failure to heal 


It is 


(bought liv tin* Miilav- 


s in Province Wellesley mat it is necessary, 

from the wound as soon as poss 
ant it, (tanam-kan duri lamhik). in tin* ground immedu 

f 7 ~ 

after extraction so as to ensure a speedy union of the wound. 

I’lie magic “ bezoar v stone is found inside tin 
hut more often perhaps in t ie monkey. 

In i*egard to the theory of Malay medicine. 

' * * V % 

common among 1 Malays: it is sometimes forbidden bv the ci bomors 

u 1 • f 

by a sick man or even to 

\ string (tali) . with 

the path as a 



at ii 


not 

to 



y In piuck the i 







f ! * 





too is very 




for anyone to enter the bourne oecup 
approach the dwelling by a particular p 

coco-nut leaves hung on it. is often drawn acrot 
notice of M pantang w or prohibit ion. and fines are levied by the 


i * 


m * 


jomors 

The? 


for Urea king this oiuirantinc. 



native quarantine restrictions are of value in preventing 
the spread ol epidemic disease, more especially Asiatic cholera. In 
1910, cholera was epidemic in Kelantan, and I am indebted to Mr. 
. II. Mackrav. who was Assistant Adviser to the Government at 



m * jp 

that rime, for the following 

i _ 

native* quarantine restrictions in 
of two kinds, the 

The ** nunoh ki 




Mr. Mackrav says: "I it 

* * # | 

in the interior amt 


swing 



* * 


i f 


and the ef pupoh runuih. 


* * 


t 




tong is established for a period ot 30 days 
sr in favour of outsiders to an infected “kampong" (village), 
or in lavotir of the inhabitants of a kampong that has esef 
infection in an unhealthv area. 



A " tali pupoh * is stretched across the main path entering the 

At either 


oimpong ami twists of leal depend from 


ide of the path is stuck a 




H M> 


ill 




i 



e stem is tied a I 

r ■' 


I I 



' string. 

u* end of wmt 

plit into a howl-like shape and contains a young coco-nut and to 

_ _ of t>eteI (sjreh), and a cigarette (rokok). 
hese arc not, as might he thought. offerings to the tuintii 
penv&kit (spirit of disease);, hut gifts to the hanta(spirit), 
invoked by the u bd&ior 9 to combat the ** hantu penvakit,' who is 
not always to he recognized. 

The spirit called in to help was in each instance in which L 
enquired the "bantu raya " (an evil spirit of great power 

savagery). 

n • r 

< )n the near side of the “ t; 
is hung. . 






a 




ioli. a hollow bamboo clapper 
persons wishing to enter and pass through tlie 

age must beat at the clapper and wait for the M bomor ” to ac 
them after a muttered incantation and the scattering of a hand- 

not in constant 

hut I 



of rice n\\‘V tin* passengers. As tlm u bomor^ i 


attendance a trottblcsom 
ihought it well to obsen«* 

t 

sonic lost time. 

r 11 


l» I 



1V I 



c rt*s 



caused to travellers, 

>n c*lost*!v even at tla* cost ol 


Ida* " adat pa\able to the “ homor " hv any one found to 



have disregarded the quarantine (langgar pupoh), is cas 

dollars; nasi kunvit (rice looked with saffron), saVlmpak, (l! 

four. Straits Brancfi 
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ll>s.) ; kain puteh panjang (white cloth), lima luista. ( ' yards) : 
pitis sa’kupang (10 cents ), and benang puteh (white thread), 
sa'tukal, (3 skeins). 

is “ adat " 1 was obliged to D8.Y on one occasion at Kampong 

. iS? : C? I * ^ | t 

Labu through the s 






^ _ or sen assertion of the two police I 

took with me from Perdah who, (when with the baggage carriers), 

walked through the Labu " pupohPassers-hy are not permitted 

io stay the night in a village under " pupoh kampong.’ 3 

i u pupoh rumah *' (house quarantine), lasts tor three days 

onlv and excludes all ont-siders from 




infected house. 1 in - 




*" hoinors ’ to lengthen the period to five days. 



A curious example of the worst kind of poly-pharnun -y is con- 

in a native prescription for tc pnm or “\aws. a disease 

. 1 the knee-cap of a 


is very 


in lvelantan 



tiger, the bones of a duvong', (the dugong), the hones of a goose, 



the bones and horns of ft kauibing gurun, suwi& m 

C 1 C A i 7 

trensis (a rare w 

(a wild deer), when full grown, (lembong); add belerang 
or realgar (one of the sulphides of arsenic), and chendana janggi 

/ 1 t t t I ♦ . _ 1 - I .-t , 1 TlTAAf i 


ay * 

goat), the horns of a ruBft, Vetvm umc 



< red sandal-wood i, and inenipns hariiuau (a kind ot wooc , 

<i rind the>»* ingredients down with some boiling rice water (ayeI 

1 a small amount of ashes ti‘om the hearth* mix, and 



W ™ ^ ^ m. m rn .. » m mt m m m. vn » ^ * nr - — 

administer the draught bv the mouth. 

O * 


A u 



>r 


* 1 


to 11. H. the Sultan of Kelantan, tells me that 



< » 


in \ he 


a universal cure lor any native poison ran be prepare* 
wing bone of a goose, the horn of the wild goat, the spine of the 
sea porcupine, and various unidentified jungle roots and barks. 
These are to be rubbed down in hot water and catefullj strainee 
before administration. 

In the ease of snake bite this medicine is to he applied first 
to the top of tlie head and then to the wound before the sovereign 

remedy is swallowed by the patient. 

The wearing of a turquoise ring is considered to he a sort oi 
3man for warding off poisonous snakes. A magic wooc limn 
Mecca, the “ kayu rajah naga. is sometimes worn with 

idea ; it is a light brown, friable stem which is also applied to the 

'■L W 

wound as a medicine for snake lute. 

A preposterous antidoto for poi 
binat ion with ot her 


t; 




same 





i 11 e by * fc nng 

in tin 



in eolll- 


■ wa v 



isons, is prepared . . 

as the univei*sal antidote: it is to take the bones or# " * lc 

. the sea 




so huroiig 

horn of a rhinoceros 



min ea si |lie of a horn-hill (mentua, 

porcupine’s spine, with a stag's horn am. ., • 

. 1 . i <■ i r iwadeinm the Malav antidote i_ 

For poisoning hv t van me 01 I oiawiiun* » . 

i 1 -i * *i-i n \:\- k tn iii> :it hand in an eniet- 
Miiuewliat similar anti i> liardlv likt l^ ■* 


« fi k 


-bill (mentua or burong 



ar and is 

D enrv: take the helmet of the horn 

the tusk of an elephant* the bones oi a dugong „ , 

rub them down with the root of * bunga^raja po 1 - * i 

-,s | tt r 1 1 * f A .» * *•) 


(the M*u pig>. and 



dt> w n \\ i i 
variety of 


w 




i 


Shoe J} lower. 



>IS( u > 



K• A. Soc., No. 65. 191}. 
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(Malvaceae)* Cyanide of Potassium i< used by Malav goldsmiths. 



along with the carbonate of soda and '* a«|ua regia, foi 
of gilding brass and silver. It is known as u potas " or ““ obat ber- 
clielug 


» mas. 



A few days ago misadventure with “potas” occurred in the 

noble who bought a few ounces of it in 


* of an a.- 



Sham w 




of turning an oxide of iron into an 

During the 



Kota 

oxide of tin and so possibly of “'salting'* a mint 

course of Iris experiments a fowl pecked at the cyanide , spun r 
and apparently died, but was saved by an antidote. This was 

prepared, on the spot, l>y the wife of the noble in the form of a 

pied horn- 


draught. by rubbing down part of the beak 



t s 





on the properties of a solid, yellow, wax-like si 





(paroh burong tebang nientua), with fresh coco-nut 
r l he supposed virtue of the antidote seems to depend mostly 

horn-bill. Rhino phut 

found on v in Malaya and is 

*r W 

r-in-lavv " ; the s< * I iti part 


on the top of the helmet of the 
vigil, (Bucerotidae). 



I'll! 



IS 



a vs. 



a 




nicknamed bv 

1 / 

of tin* bill is sometimes fashioned bv thorn into the form of a snu 

* 

ring and treasured for use in the emergencies of native poisoning- 
In the case I have recorded the antidote acted as a direct emetic. 
Broaches and buttons are also made from the solid part of the 

Skeat refers to the latter as a talisman: “’the born is of a yellow 

tinge and is made into buttons, which, the Malays say, turn to a 

i * * * 

livid colour whenever the wearer is about to fall sick, and black 



wearer is about to 
when hr is threatened by (Ik* approach of poison.* (Malay Magic. 

p. 12-5). 

■ Nonet tines oim poison i*. used to counteract another. A genus 

of fish with very poisonous tins, the “ikan serabilan,” (Plotosus 

ranias, V. ufticoloY, l\ lint&tits and. perhaps, /'. horridu >■). occurs 

in Malayan waters and euriouslv eiiomdi it occurs as an antidote 

* * . 

which is made by steeping the lish bones along with those of a 

goose in a bowl of water. Tills antidote is intended to cure bald¬ 
ness caused with criminal intent. 






_i poison for 

is smeared over the victim’s head during his sleep and is a gummy 

. " I •'ll 

made bv the admixture of an oilv decoction obtained by 


fluid 


boiling down a cobra, A oiu tripudianx, (('olubridae), in water with 

- I 1 11 I 1 ; l I* iIiimu-I lull i ,ltt ,i I lli., f l.i w~ I iii r -1 K >i-l ■ .i. .1 iti U’ - 1 1 i - r I lie 


f l 




* • 


ar deeoetinn obtained bv stewing a tortoise in water, 
it ion is said to cause death if untreated hv 11 it* ** bnmor 


* a 


Idle list' i 


the “ ikan -< 



in 


* * 


«l I Hu HIT 


is recorded by Hishop 11 use in bis article ’’ II 

Medicine < hest^ (Joufxl Straits l>rnnrh, R* 

1 !»03, p. 65). • f 'AH 

Goose bones are also used, along with the root of 

poisoniug. 1'he\ are ground down and given 
palm, ('urns nucifera. (Palmae), as an 

in water. 


• 1 

1 )vaks a< 

a medicine 

* t 

e ( ‘olltcntfl 

; of a I>vak 

« 

A. See, \< 

i 30. June, 

p 

* root of the coco-nut 

together a* 

t 

. a dralight 

antidote 

to datura 

Tour. 

9 r 

Straits Branch 


Ul 

h 
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Bile or gall (ampedu), stated to he obtained from various 
annuals, is a lominon i ngredieni of manv of the cruel and re 

* - i 1 — 

poisons that are concocted by Malays and which are referred to 
in another paper entitled, ** Notes on Malav Poisons/’ 

r l he <^a 11 ” of a lish, the u ikan buntal.' Tetrodon oblongus, 

^g., of two toads. 



<*l a frog, “ katalc pisang,” Sana erythraea 
" katak tembu ” or u berta ndo1 1 ,” Megalophrys nasuia, Sell I eg., and 
“ katak puru,” Bufo melanosticius, Schn., the sun hear, IIelarctos 
main jin u us, a green snake, Dryophis prasinus, Boie, the gall of the 
porcupine, Uystrix longictwda, and of two birds* the crow, “hurong 


» *| ir* 


© 
d l 


('turns in u r in rh 1/a ah ua . \Yagl 


• * 



the ra( 



o 


* % 


bn rong diawi.” Di&semttrus plat unis, arc 



Kelantan as poisons along with many others in different ® 
at ions. 




ikan keli ” (Cat-fish. 


Skeat refers to the strange use of 
Clai ms in ay nr > as a poison and antidote 

A ipiaint “mint " or custom occurs in Kelantan foi 




seeds. 


11 is i" light a tain lie. in 


d a t u r a 

niul-day, underneath the plant and separate the seeds from theii 

dit. bamboo stick. 



capsules, (huali buah kechnbong), wmi a 
(perangan), which has already been used in roasting fish over a 

tn<‘, and so become scorched and charred. 

. |; £ 

•Mr Hugh Clifford has descrihed the lion 

lying-in-room, in 




“In Court and Kampong.” and ill 



I, 





I by si oral < 
hitter describes the 










lie'll i 11Mord has described Hie norriDie wraith ot In 

s I look 

*sses attributed to evil sjiirits are nest 
authors, espei hilly lilagden and Skeat : 

ceremony or marking the forehead of the new horn infant to pre¬ 
serve it from convulsions and the use of a bracelet called u gelang 
bajang 9 to protect Malay children from a familiar spirit in 
shape of a pole-cat. 

attributed to evil spirits are described by several 
>rs, especially Blagden and Skeatthe latter describes 
cerenionv of marking the forehead of the new bom infant to pre- 

i *■ 

serve it from convulsions as well as ihe use of the 
gelang Imjani:, to protect Malax chiIdrefi against a demon in the 
shape of a pole-cat. 

Among other amulets whicli are worn t" ward ofl disease 

or written talisman, is the most common, hut I found 

a curious old charm in use in Kota Bhanu only a tew days ago* 

3 a different character. It was used in the following circum¬ 
stances as a medicine. 

During the “ hulan puasa * or fasting month, when no nici 

even-tide* a fairly well-to-do 

» house of a friend 






of i 



i 




uuan puasa 

ed during the dav-time 

^ _ t jp */ 

Malay went, with his son, a voutli, to < 

# * 0 m p/ 

in Kota Bharu. The two wen 

the sea-side for a few 


il 



at 



living alone, because the man s 


wife was sick and was staving at 
the interim his married sister prepared 

sent them to the house. 





ays: in 

mr . 

Oil Is 8 
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returned home about 10 p.m., and 



a sure 






< 






(pisung sira), that had been brought at dusk 1 ► y a strange girl. 
The young woman came in a lmrrv and said the married sister had 

i * € T • 

sent it; the man ate it all except for a small piece that lie gave to 

his son who enjoyed it, hut noticed a peculiar earthy taste 
then lav down to f 
thev 

if 

parched and their heads giddy. 

About -1 a.m., thieves broke the door open and plundered the 
house while their victims, although awake, were unable to rise and 

themselves. The boy managed to strike a match, but 
stumbled and tell on attempting to get up; the thieves escaped, but 




the power of moving their legs, their throats got 





* 



the man was able to recognize one of 

(J 

I saw the patients in the morning; both lmd dilated 
inactive to light and there seems little doubt that a prepai 
containing datura and gadong had been used. The man was stl 
dazed and was lying down on a mat. A howl of water containing 

rater as it was 






if 



w 



the charm was at his side and ne wa 
given to him by his mother from time to 

The charm belonged to an old woman, (the man's mother)* 
who told me that it had been in her 
been bought a long time ago from an 




for many years, having 

» for fiftv dollars. II"' 


general appearance is 


reproduced in th< 

taken in Kota Rliarti with her permission. 



grann w 



was 


An imperfect specimen 
oI a fossilized crab and a piece of what appears to la* some othei 
sort of fossil were lying loose in the howl along with the charm. 

On examination the charm appears to he mainly a collection 
of curiously shaped pebbles clcvei'lv strung together bv means ot 



• Wire. 'Faking them from left lo rig 

c ~ r 




i re 


d< 


iCl * 


the owner, in Malay, as follows, from below upwards; (1) 


k t 




\0 


hutch nangka ” a stone not 

corpus iniegrifolia, (Urticaceae), (2), “ hatu dalam prut 


the pip of the Jack fruit. Afto~ 



a. 


a 


€ l *3 





from tin 



of a cro< 



ile. (3), 


u % 


is 



lokan, apparently a fossilized cockle, (4), “buah heluru, a s 

not at all unlike the seeds of the big creeper, Ktifoila, L*j 

.eguminosae), in appearance, (•>), “hatu dalam olak buayft, 11 


L 




<e an on 


stone from a crocodile’s brain, but which looks 

pebble. (<•), “ buah belimi," a stone similar to No. 1. (1 ). 
pinangi 
prut Ini 


* * 



a s 



aped like a dried areea nut, (8), ” hatu 

iva,” the ime as Nos. 3 and 5, (9), “batu mata 




* n 



a greenish blue stone which imiv 



'I he fossilized crab. 


* m 


I 


a, timpioisi 


« 



t T IJ 


from a friend for the Occasion. 



•at u 


* * 


had been borrow® 


1 



name of tin 



r 



?r for sev< 


fossil was 

dollars 

m* 

In colour 


J 1 via i u 14 ^ majviv 1 ' * Flic n VWV.il l« 

a/ (r 1 1 * 

and appearance it somewhat resembles a bit of candied angelica. 


unknown; it was purchased by the man 


manv vears ago 




of 
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